The State of the Trade to Africa, between 1680 and 1707, 
, well under the Management of an Excluſive Company, as 
under that of Separate Traders, Impartially conſidered, with 


Regard ta Matter of Fact and Demonſtration; whereby it 
appears the Separate Adventurers have Improv d that Trade 


zo the Benefit of Great=Pritain at leaſt One Million 4 


Tear. 


N the Year 1698 the Parliament thought fit, for the Increaſe and Encouragement of the 
— to Africa, and for the Benefit of the Plantatiens, to lay open the ſaid Trade to all 
erſons. | | 

7 And as Negroes are of the utmoſt Neceſſity for Cultivating the Product of the Plantati- 

ons, which could be worth nothing to the Nation without ſuch Hands, ſo conſequently thoſe who 

Increaſe and Improve the African Trade moſt, by carrying greateſt” Numbers of Negroes thither, 
ſeem to deſerve the moſt Encoura : | 

Now whether the African Company, or Private Traders, have Enlarged and Increaſed that 

Trade moſt, fince *rwas laid open, will appear as well by the Number of Ships on each Side 

Employed therein, as by the African Company their own Accomprs during this Opening of the 

Trade between 1698 and 1707, and during the Time of their Enjoying ic Exclufive, between 

1680 and 1688, and ſtands thus, 


Between 1680 and 1688, part of the Time the Company | 

had an Excluſive Trade, they Employed, as appears by >259 Ships, being 28 Ships per Arr. 
their own Account, — — | | 
And deliver d into the Plantations 46296 Negroes, being 5155 per Annum. 

een 1698 and 1707, ſince the Act for opening the ; : 
* — fay 22 . ITE 5 Jus Ships, being 13 Ships per Arn. 
And carried to the Plantations . 17760 Negroes, being 1850. per 
Ann. one Year with another. 


The Separate Traders Employed fince the Trade hath been 
opened, as appears by the C/tom-Houſe Books from theo 386 Ships. 

Port of London, only in this time, ————— Being one Year with 

And from other Parts of England, and the Plantations, about 200 . another 64 Ships 


per Ann. 


good Effect of its being laid open, and more plainly 


Now the Increaſe of this Trade ſhews the 
2 by this Inftance, vig. op * 
| ween Midſummer 1699, and Midſummer 1702, there were more Ships ſent to Africe by 
Private Traders alone, in thoſe Three Years of Peace, than the Company ſent in Nine Years of 

Peace, when Exclufive, who carried at leaſt 25000 Negroes per Ann. to the Flanrations, and in 
Proportion to the Number of Ships Employed therein ever | 
bh Tom whence may be judged what a Condition the Plantations muſt have been in if the Com- 
y had had this Trade Excluſive in this War, attended with many Miſcarriages, not uſual in 
2 ; i tha Product of thoſe Countties muſt have been wanting near Nine Parts in Ten, as 
well as the Navigation employed therein, and the Iflands muſt have quickly felt the Evil Effect 
of but one * of L and one wag On. Part of _— Productions, and their 
Sugars would have at 5s. per Hu eight, as twas when that Com ha 
che Trade Exclufive in a Joint Stock formerly. G | | * 4 
Toconfirm this, it appears the Company carried in but 1100 and odd Negroes in each, of the 
Years of 2703 and 1805, according to their own Account; how few then muſt there have been 
for all the Plantations The Planters, if not otherways ſupplied by the Separate Traders, muſt 
have paid ſuch Exclufiv2 Company 150/. per Head for them ar leaſt; whereas they have been. 
uſually ſupplied by Separate Traders at from 14 to 23 l. per Head, one with ancther, * NN 
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War, ſeveral Private Traders having each of them carried in as many Negroes a Year as the 


Company. | | 
Now if demanded how the Separate Traders make appear they carried 25000 Negroes per Ann. 


* 


in Peace, after the Trade was open, beſides what the Company carried the ſame Years, tis anſwer- 


ed they exported 113000 J. Valve per Ann. for Two Years together to Purchaſe them, beſides 
11300 J paid the Company for the 10 per Cent. Duty, as appears by their Books, which makes 
near 125000 J. per Ann. and is about 5 J. per Head, the firſt Coſt in Exgland, Sold for double on 
the Coaſt, makes out near Ten Pound per Head for their Purchaſe, even ſuppoſing they had all been 
Bought in the Dear Part of Guinea, whereas they were Bought then at from 3. to 6/. per 
Head, and under, one with another, and Sold in the Plantations at from 14 /. to 20. per 
Head. 

Then if One Negro gives Imployment to One Tun of Shipping, as is generally agreed on, then 
the fewer the Negroes were carried to the Plantations, the fewer muſt be the Ships employed in 


Exporting the ManufaQtures with which they are Purchaled, the leſſer the Conſumption thereof, 
and the fewer the Ships Einployed each Year lu ſicking their PruguQ, molt of ine Flantations 


muſt lye Uncultivated, and the want of ſuch Product uſually conſumed Abroad, would quickly 
be felt in the Ballance of Trade among our Neighbours, which helps to pay the vaſt Sums an- 


nually Remitted for ſupporting this great War we now labour under. 

And as the Labour of a Negro in thoſe Plantations hath always been valued by any Part of 
the Product he raiſes at 40/7. per Ann. one with another, then ſo many 40 J. per Ann. would 
have been wanting, in Proportion to the Difference of the Companies Imports of Negroes to 
the Plantations, when they were Exclufive in Time of Peace, being but about 5000 and odd 

er Ann. compared with the Separate Traders Imports of Negroes in the late Interval of 
5 being at leaſt 25000 Negroes per Ann. as above; from whence there appears a very ma- 


nifeſt Difference of 20000 Negroes a Year, carried to the Weſtern Plantations by thoſe 


Separate Traders in Time of Peace, more than e'er were by the Company, when Excluſive in 

Peace; which valued at 40 J per Head, per Ann. as above, makes at leaſt Sooo J. per Ang. 
as long as they live, beſides the Exports of the Manufactures they are bought with, the Em- 
ployment they give to the Ships that carry-them, and others which bring Home their Product, 
to the vaſt Benefit of Navigation in general, and almoſt all this paid by our Neighbours the 
Conſumers. 

But to explain the African Companies Complaint of the preſent Dearneſs of Negroes on the 
Cold Coaſt, ſuppoſing it true, there is little in it, in regard it is only where our Woollen 
Goods go off; which being made worſe, and coſt leſs one half than formerly, is the greateft 
Reaſon of giving Six Pieces of Goods inſtead of Three for a Negro, and in Proportion for Gold, 
tho? there is near Cent. per tent. Profit on that too, and the Clamour of the Negroes coſting 
10/. fer Head is only for Goods, which don't coft half the Money in England; and we find 2 
Ship's Cargo, even in this dear Place, does not coſt above 5 1. Sterling per Head one with ano- 


ther, in many uwtkhcs Tlaccö i. aue en Trade 4 . per TIcad ronnd, 78 Goms; yr he Artz- 


cle of Profit is in the Freight, the Private Traders Ships being generally their own, and the 
Companies hired. Ret, | | 

There may be ſomething allowed for the great Demand which appears to be more now the 
Trade is open, than formerly when *twas in a Joint Stock, excluſive at leaſt Five to One, as 
well as to the Companies Factors endeavours to underſel and ruin the Separate Traders by all 
indirect Practices imaginable, who are confined to deliver their Negroes to our Plantations, 


-- while the Companies Factors Buy all they can, and Sell to the Porrugueze Ships; and tis a 
wonder they were not much dearer ; which muſt have happened, had not the Separate 


Traders bought great Quantities of Negroes at Places, tho' within the Companies uſual confin- 
ed Bounds of Trade, yet wholly neglected by them; but let Negroes coſt what they will, the 


Plantations cannot ſubliſt without them. Xe 
And as to the African Companies, Pretences for the Neceſſity of Forts for ſupporting the Trade, 


their ill: grounded Property thereto, and their Hopes of a New AQ of Parliament excluſive to 
all Separate Traders, Built on that Fabulous Foundation, the following Agreements ſeem to ren- 


der of no great Weight, v:2. 


Becauſe the Separate Traders purchaſe 4th of the Negroes they carry off at a great diſtance 


[ from and out of the Influence of the Forts, and none near the reach of their Guns, being the ut- 


- moſt Limits of their Command, the Courſe of Trade reaching from Cape Blanco, to Cape Bo- 
nus Eſperanſa, near 8000 Miles, and the Companies Forts, and Thatcht Houſes, Situated from 


x. Dt Cove to Acera, being about 60 Leagues on the Gold Coaſt, of no Strength to oppoſe any 


{ . 


Two Ships Companie that will atrack them, and, wanting Water, may be ſtarv'd by the Negroes 
at Pleaſure ; but if thought fit by our Legiſlators to be kept, out of a tender Repard'torheGood 


of our Country, leſt any of our Monopolizing Neighbour's Company, either Durch or French, 
{ſize them, and become to the Trade as bad a Nuſance as the preſent African Company, the 
Separate Traders in ſuch Caſe are humbly of Opinion they may be maintain'd under good Ma- 
nagement for One Fifth Part of the Fictitious Charge, given in by the African Company, with 
as many more Men as are now maintain d by them, tho' without a General, and Three Lieu- 


tenant-Generals, (whoſe Sallaries are reckoned at Home and Abroad at about 4000 J. per A) 
to but 30 Soldiers in Cape Coaſ? Caſtle, and but 40 Soldiers in Nine other Forts for divers Years, 


- The 


1 

The Dutch Interlopers, any Two of whoſe Cargoes amount to as much as our African Com- 
panies Exports have done for ſome Years, are an Argument how little Advantage Forts are to Trade, 
but the Faith of the Natives only grounded on the mutual Advantage of Commerce; there 
are many of them from Zealand, who, tho taken by the Dutch Company, if caught, or come 
near their Guardſhips, or Forts, and keep at the greateſt diſtance from both, yet the Natives 
go a great Way to Sea to Trade with them, for ſome Thouſands ef Miles along the Shore, and 
generally they make good Voyages, carrying almoſt all the Gold and Teeth, our Companies mil- 
buying there for want Goods, tho' they have the Benefit of Pre-emption. 

Hidato, where zd of all the Negroes are furniſhed, is became a Neutral Port for all Nations, 
as free as Genoa and Leghorn, where the King cauſed Reſtitution ro be made a few Years ſince 
of a Separate Ship and Cargo, of 300 and odd Negros, taken by the French, and is at Di- 
ſtance from the Water-fide within Land Eight Miles at leaſt, and at that Diſtance from the In- 
fluence of either French or Engliſb Settlements, who carry their Cargoes up to this Town over 
Land, putting themſelves and Goods under the Protection of the Natives. | 

As to the preſent African Companies Pretended Property ro the Forts by Vertue of a Patent 
from King Charles II. and a Sum of Money paid to their Bankrupt Predeceſfors. XK 

The Trade to Africa and Settlements were begun by the Anceſtors of the late Sir Nicholas 
Criſp, to whom King Charles II. as we are inform'd, granted 20000 J. ont of the Duty on 
Spice towards his Reimburſement, and the prefent Companies Predeceſſors that broke were 
to pay him 20000 J. more, but never did, as we ate told. But Cape Coaſt- Caſtle, worth all the 
reft, was taken by the Nations Ships, under Sir Thomas Allen, from the Dutch, and Comenda was 
Built out of the 10 per Cent. Duty, as well as Repairs (if any) fince 1698, which Entitles the ſaid 
Private Traders to a Joint Property in the ſaid Forts. | 

Bur as to the Prodigious Fictitious Charge of 264452 J. 16 f. 7 d. ſaid to be laid out on 
Forts, which they ſay they are undone by, they own it a Computed Accompt, withour any le- 
gal Vouches to juſtifie ſcarce any Part of it, and the Separate Traders are ready to diſprove 
the Truth of it when required; and even in their own Books, kept at the African Houſe, of the Ex- 
pence of the 10 per Cent. Duty, don't make out above 29000 /. laid out more than they receiv'd, 
tho' there is at leaſt in thoſe Accompts near 300007. charged for Four Perſons, only whom they 
call Generals and Lieutenant-Generals, and are their Gold-taker, Warehouſe-keeper, Accomptant, 
and Chief Factor, who manage their Trade there. 

As to the Companies Infinuations, that Alliances and Friendſhips cannot be maintain'd with 
the Natives without Forts, the Separate Traders cannot conceive how their making continual 
Wars with them, Bribing one King to kill another, hindring them from Trading with Private 
Ships, and all this at the Expence ot the 10 per Cent. Duty, can be a Means of Cultivating a 
good Underſtanding between them. And as to the Suggeſtion of the great Coſt of Ammuni- 
tion, Stores, Ec. on this Account, we do not find, when tis wanted againſt our Enemies, they 
have Shot to fit their Guns, nor Carriages for them, or Men to defend them, or Proviſions 
to laſt a Siege of Four Days; all which is confirmed by Gambo and Serra Leon, taken by o- 
pen Boats without Oppotition ; but Honeſty being the beſt Policy, had it been practis'd the Com- 


pany needed not have been in the ſad Condition they now are. | 

As to the Trade and Management thereof under them there hath been a general Neglect 
thereof, even when exclufive, as appears by the Increaſe under Separate Traders; but to give 
ſome Inftances. fue Wei 2 | 6 wy 

In the Year 1706 they Exported but 13768 J. 11 s. 8. (the 10 per Cent. Doty amounting 
to about 4500 /. included) both for- Support of the Forts, and for carrying on their Trade too, 
yet Charged that Year 33135 J. 13 s. 1 d. as laid out on the Forts; and tis obſervable, the ve- 
ry Intereſt of their Bonds came to near double that Sum Exported that Year ; and no Body can 
deny, but if a Man pays as much more Intereſt-as the Principal he Trades for in One Year, he 
muſt quickly turn Bankrupt. + | 

At 2 their Factor - General offer'd 90 J. per Cent. profit to a private Ship for 900 
Pieces of Stufts, for * t of the Factoties in Nov. 1706; and having been often in the ſame 
Want, have bought of Private Traders. 

At their Northern and other Factories never had one Sixth Part of the Goods they might 
have vended; which being leſs frequented. by Private Traders than the Gold Coaſt, the Natives 
are forced to Trade with French * as in July laſt a Dutch Interloper bought 16 Tuns of 
Elephants Teeth in Serra Leon River: and in Gambo, in Auguſt, a French Ship bought a Hundred 
Slaves, great Quantity of Gold and Elephants:Teeth, near the Fort in Gambo ; and in 18 Months 
their Factors there never had above 3700 /. Firſt Coſt England for the Service of Fort and 
Trade to, which turn'd to fo good Accoinpt as maintain'd the Charges of the Fort, and pur- 
chas'd a good Cargo in Slaves, Goods, c. beſides all that tune. 

At Accra, when the Company were excluſive, their Factors hahe been without Goods many 
Months together, and have not ſeen an Exgliſb Ship 15 Months, and at all their other Settlements 
kept bare of Goods, tho the Harveſt was very great, which hath fallen into the Hands of 
French, Dutch, or Portugueze, before the Separate Traders were admitted into the Trade. 
And as to their Affairs at Home, they have made many Dividends by Money and Bottomry 

Bonds, (tho they ſtarved the Trade,) out of the Profit whereof ſuch Dividends ought to pro- 
 ceed,) by giving Bonds one among another of 125 J. for 100 J. received payable on arrival of 
cer a one of ſeveral of their Ships (one whereof perhaps did arrive in a Week's time _ 

| with 
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. wich Intereſt, after due, at the Rate of 7 + per Cent. which they Sell to others unconcerned ia 
the Company, and thoſe Bonds are now become a great Debr. \ 
But their greateſt Regard or Knowledge in Trade hath many Years ſeem'd to be the Art of 
Zalling their Stock, and lowering it in Exchange Alley, where they muſt be owned to be skilful 
And tis not queſtion'd their preſent ill Condition will appear to be owing to the ſtarving 
the Trade, their vaſt Dividends by Bottomry Bonds, ſome Loſſes by Sea, and great Charge 
of Managements notwithſtanding their Clamours of being undone by Forts. 5 
4 And would from thence inſinuate, as if nothing but a Joint Stock Exclufive ean ſupport 
them. 45" 
But can it be thought reaſonable, that the Preſent Private Traders ſhould come into ſuch an 
| Management of Trade by others out of ſo good of their own, and ſee their Eftates 
divided at Home among fuch People, and fo Noble a Trade ſtarved, and only ſerve to give a 
Name to a Stack, like that of Glaſs Bottles, for the Sake of a Srack-johhing Society. 
North. Britain cannot be very eaſie if the Guinea Trade and Importation of Negroes to the 
Plantatlons is forbid them, whereto they are now as much Entituled as 1. Britiſh Sub- 
eas, and ſee the Proſpect of a very great Exportation of their Linen and ſe Woollen Ma- 
4 r 2 proper for Guinea, vaniſhed by that Trade's being confined to London only under 
2 Joint Stock. AY | 
If the Trade is allowed Two or Three Men of War for its Protection, to bs continued 
on that Coaſt, and relieved from time to time, we humbly conceive they will be of much 
more Security than any Forts whatever, which ſo Beneficial a Trade as this is to Grear- 
Britain and the Plantations ſeems to deſerve and require. . | 
But there ſeems to be one Thing owing to Common Juſtice, to make the African Company, 
who are all Rich and Great Men, to pay off their Bonds to the many Perſons, the preſent Poſ- 
ſeſſors, and have no manner of Occaſion to turn Bankrupts, as Members of a Company, 
- _—_ as Private Perſons, which is humbly ſubmitted to the Wiſdom of this Honoura- 
e Hou | 
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